Competence statements for differentiated nursing practice in critical care.
The demand for high-quality patient care in the current complex health care environment and the variety of today's available nursing education programs dictate a need to differentiate nursing practice into technical and professional roles. These roles are based on competencies acquired in ADN and BSN degree programs and implemented in practice settings where the contributions of all nurses are valued. To create a preferred future, AACN has developed a model for differentiated nursing practice in critical care. The model is a guideline for those nurses and institutions who may be or will be involved in changing practice patterns. The model does not support or encourage the elimination or disenfranchisement of any individual or groups of nurses. These statements were developed to address specific behavior that reflects the valuable contributions of each category of nurses within critical care nursing. The statements provide a model for creating efficient and effective practice patterns that may contribute to high-quality outcomes for critically ill patients and their families.